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I. The Tablet and the Pen

I Abbas' said: The frst thing God cremed was the Pre-
served Tablet, on which was preserved all that has been and
ever shall be until the Day of Resurrection, What 15 contained
therean no one knows but God. It is made of white pear

Then, from a gem, He created a Pen, the length of which
woulil take five hundred years o traverse, The end of 1t 1
iloven, and from it light flows as ink flows from the pens of
the people of this world. The Pen was wld, “Write!” And, as the
Pen trembled because of the awesomenéss of the proclaniation,
it began 1w reverberate in exaliation, a5 thunder reverberates,
Moved by G, it flowed across the Tablet, writing what is to be
until the Last Day, whereat the Tablet was hlled and the Pen
ran dry, And he who is to be happy shall be, and he who s to
b wretched shall be.

2. The Creation of Water

Tbn Abbas saicl: After that, God creaved in the backbone of the
heavens and the earths a white pearl with seventy thousand
tongues 1o glorily Him. With each of these tongues 1t glorhes
Him m seventy thousand languages.

Kaab saidl:* It has eyes so laege that il the wwering mountain
peaks were cast into them, they would be like flies on the surface
of the Great Sea,

Then God spoke o the pearl; and, because of the majesty of
the proclimation, it trembled so much that it became moving
water, with waves swelling and crashing against each other,

§
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